
A parishioner suggested installing padded pew bench cushions. Initial 
investigations show that pew cushions could cost at least £100 per pew 
bench, which is nearly £4,000 for whole church. If somebody has time to get 
estimates we can discuss this at the parish meeting in 2020. 
External fabric of the church 
Fortuitously, in autumn the parish office was visited by Neil Kinvig, a general 
builder whom Dennis Slaney had used on the parish buildings. Neil looked at 
the damp in the Upper Room, the piety stall room, and the disabled toilet 
room. Neil inspected the flat roofs and the external pointing, rendering and 
the brickwork of the church. He identified that the main cause of the damp 
was likely to be the very poor state of the external pointing. In October, Neil 
repointed and rendered the front of the church, and repainted the mortar 
rendering and cement lintel. The front of the church now looks a lot better. 
Neil has repointed the rest of the church brickwork this past week. You will 
have seen the notices on various doors in the church asking for the doors to 
be left open; we need the extra heating and ventilation to dry out the church 
walls. We also plan to install two-way ventilation in the closed rooms to 
combat internal condensation. 
A few months ago, Steve Lally repaved the church side path. Thanks to Steve’s 
expertise this now provides good safe access for those with mobility 
difficulties between the church’s side door and the street at the front. 
In the past few weeks, some parishioners mentioned that the paving and flags 
around the church had become very slippery. Such work is best done in spring, 
but recognising the hazard, Neil has done the jet washing in this past week. 
External lighting 
As the nights draw in, several parishioners have mentioned that the external 
lighting is unsafe. The porch light that illuminates the steps at the front is not 
bright enough, and the floodlights at the side and rear of the church are not 
coming on at the right time to illuminate the steps. Neil has booked an 
electrician, and I hope the external lighting will be satisfactorily working by 
the time we hold our Masses over Christmas. 
Church Cellar 
This is not Father Peter’s personal wine cellar! This is a cellar under the porch 
floor and needs to be safely accessible for meter readers. Neil will be repairing 
a failed honeycomb brick wall that is not fully supporting the floor joists, and 
is going to investigate the reason for the increased level of watery silt covering 
the cellar floor. The watery silt may be a problem with the water pump in the 

cellar (there is a stream running under the church and a pump to clear the 
water when it floods occasionally).  
Internal fabric of the church 
During some heavy rain, it was reported that water was coming into the lady 
chapel. Neil found that the gutter drainage for the lady chapel was blocked 
and so he cleared it. However, the lady chapel may not be leak free yet, so 
please tell the parish office if rainy weather leads to water leaks. 
Neil has replaced the piece of internal ceiling coving that fell down a couple of 
months ago. This coving fell down just before the Saturday Vigil mass, and we 
were lucky that this fell down was before many parishioners had arrived. 
Water leaks have shown up in the Piety Room and the disabled toilet; it is that 
these are result from the poor state of the brickwork pointing. 
Neil is organising the necessary tradesmen to look at the other issues in the 
disabled toilet in the church. The church cleaning team mentioned that the 
water heater has failed, the disabled access white rails look rusty, and the 
safety pull cord does not work. 
Marie Parker’s son Marcus helped change all the light bulbs in the main part 
of the nave to LED light bulbs. The light fittings over the altar also need 
attention, hopefully this can be left until the church is decorated. 
Presbytery 
Parishioners have mentioned some problems in the presbytery building. There 
may be some water ingress where the conservatory joins the dining room 
which needs to be looked at soon. 
The Diocese property team, with help from Father Peter, Pieter Groot and 
Peter Mulroy, are investigating whether a ground floor toilet could be 
installed. Having a ground floor toilet in the presbytery would be safer for 
those using the meeting rooms in the presbytery, particularly the Little Church 
children, and parishioners with mobility limitations. Options and costs are 
being considered.  
A video/audio “Ring” doorbell is next to the front door of the presbytery. This 
helps protect our parish office team and presbytery from unwelcome callers. 
Toybox 
Working with the Diocese property team, Father Peter, Pieter Groot and Peter 
Mulroy are investigating appropriate options for the Toybox. The Toybox has 
become a store for many unused and unwanted items, and deserves to be 
tidied up, and refurbished or demolished. The insecure front door has been 
replaced.  



The back gate needs some work, and Neil has this on his list for urgent repair 
or replacement. Improvements to the quality of the back-carpark surface are 
being considered as part of the plans for the Toybox. 
Repairs and maintenance list 
I am now keeping a list of maintenance and repairs needed to the church, 
presbytery and the Toybox. The parish needs to prioritise the work; you can 
imagine that the extensive repairs and maintenance that are now needed are 
quickly using up our parish financial reserves.  
If anything needs repair or maintenance please let Peter Milham know via 
the parish office or use the form on the parish web site at 
www. stpaulspoynton.org.uk/contacts/contact-us/  
Parish maintenance team – your help is needed 
Unfortunately, our parish does not have a well-established maintenance 
team. Some parishioners are concerned enough to help, but maintaining the 
buildings to a good quality of repair needs your support.  
We would welcome any offers to help in these areas.  

• Occasional and annual hands-on jobs; from sorting out door handles that 
fall off, to annual maintenance activities such as cleaning drains and jet 
washing the flags and paving stones, to helping the diverse improvements 
and repairs that crop up. 

• Directing the work of tradesmen; includes sorting out the scope of work 
and estimates, practical matters such as unlocking and securing the 
buildings they are working in, and ensuring the tradesman can make good 
progress. My thanks to the parish office team of Caroline Robinson, Marie 
Parker and Chris Starkie in helping the tradesmen when they are on site. 

• If you have helped on building work and repairs in the past, the parish 
would welcome your knowledge of the building construction, fitments and 
work done; this helps when repair and maintenance work is required. 

• Last but not least, please review your regular contribution to our parish 
reserves that you make through the offertory collection, and using the 
direct debit facilities. What the parish receives has a direct impact on what 
work we can do. 

Of course, the big future project is internal and external redecoration and 
refurbishment of the buildings in a few years (probably 2023?). This will 
require considerable effort, and will be both extensive and expensive; so, it 
needs help from skilled parishioners so that it is carefully planned, organised 
and undertaken. 

St Paul’s Church 
Repair and maintenance update 
Recent work has focussed on safety, security and 
urgent repairs to the buildings and contents.  
I have worked closely with Father Peter and the 
other parishioners who are keen to maintain the 
buildings. Particular thanks to Peter Cookson, 
Nano Duffy, Pieter Groot, Jean Hughes, Peter 
Mulroy, Stephen Robinson and Martin Wilson for their recent advice and 
work.  
Also, a big thank you to all parishioners; it is your monetary donations to the 
parish and your personal time which are helping to complete this urgent 
repair and maintenance.  
If you have any DIY-ish or home renovation skills please offer to help by giving 
the parish office your name and contact details. 
Peter Milham 
December 2019  
 
Pews and kneelers 
In 2018, several parishioners mentioned that the pews and kneelers were very 
worn. Many thanks to Peter Cookson for his work of interim kneeler repairs. 
I asked for estimates from companies for refurbishing the pews and kneelers; 
and also, the costs of replacing the pews by suitable kneeler chairs. The 
cheapest quote received was over £18,000 and the parishioners attending the 
parish meeting in October 2019 decided such expensive work was not 
appropriate at this time.  
Peter Mulroy is working with the choir and musicians to improve their seating 
arrangements, and perhaps installing additional microphones. Options are 
being evaluated and costed by Peter to see what is appropriate. 
At the parish meeting Jean Hughes offered to trial refurbishing the kneelers in 
church. She and Nano Duffy have been successful in finding the right materials 
and are making good progress. This work has progressed beyond an initial 
trial, and you can see how far they have got by looking out for the kneelers 
covered in red vinyl.  Jean and Nano are having a Christmas break from the 
kneelers, but hope to finish the others in January. Many thanks to them for 
their enthusiasm and commitment on the kneelers so far. 


