
Happy New Year!  

While January 1st is our new year, for the Catholic faith it is Advent, 

with the Church’s New Year’s Eve being Sunday 24th November, the 

Solemnity (Feast Day) of Christ the King. It is a relatively new feast 

day in the Roman Catholic Calendar, established by Pope Pius XI in 

1925, during a time of large political change around the world. 

Consider at this time the rise of secularism and the establishment of 

various dictatorships (i.e. Hitler and Stalin). Pope Pius XI wanted to 

remind the world of the existence of the true King, His Kingdom and 

His message. It is fitting that this feast should be celebrated 

specifically on the last Sunday in November as it lies at a crossroads. 

This is the last feast before the commencement of Advent (of course 

the prelude to the birth of Jesus) and the new liturgical year. It is 

also the end of November, which is devoted to the remembrance of 

and prayer for the souls of all who have gone before us.  

This month, as we move out of the 12-day feast of the “Christ-

Mass”, we commence “ordinary-time” of the start of new 3-year 

liturgical cycle. Years A, B and C predominantly feature Gospel 

readings from Matthew, Mark and Luke respectively forming the 

basis for Gospel readings, while St. John’s Gospel is used for special 

occasions. The Gospel’s are supplemented with associated readings 

from both the Old and New Testaments.  

We will have 7-weeks of “ordinary-time” before it breaks for the 

Lenten and Easter Seasons, whereupon we will pick it up again. As 

you may be aware, Lent shall begin on Ash Wednesday and last for 

40 days. A penitential season, this time of “giving something up” is 

traditionally accompanied by prayer, fasting and alms giving. Yet 

following Passion Week, Palm Sunday to Easter celebrating Christ’s 

sacrifice and His resurrection, we have the 50-day celebration of 

Easter. This culminates with Pentecost (from the Greek meaning 

literally “the fiftieth”) and is when we celebrate the coming of the  

 

Holy Spirit on the Apostles after Jesus’ Ascension. But this feast was 

a Jewish feast ere it was Christian; “Shavuoth” is a celebration of the 

harvest and the commemoration of the provision of the Law (the 

Torah) – 50 days after the 2nd day of Passover. 

Jesus said “There are many rooms in My Father’s House” (Jn 14:2). 

As with any house the decor and themes will be subtly different in 

each and we are blessed in Poynton with a number of wonderful 

Christian congregations. If you would like to celebrate with us, or 

wish to understand and know more about the Catholic tradition, you 

are welcome to come and join us for our weekly celebrations: 

• Monday Word & Communion 9:30am 
• Tuesday Word & Communion 9:30am 
• Wednesday Mass 9:30am 
• Thursday Word & Communion 7:30pm 
• Friday Word & Communion 9:30am 
• Saturday Vigil Mass 6:30pm 
• Sunday Mass 10:00am 
Or otherwise contact our parish office: 
• 01625 872606 
• stpaulspoynton@gmail.com 
 
Online Resources 
In addition to the many faith traditions there are even more 
resources from across these communities, for example: 
• Matt Whitman of the Evangelical tradition hosts the “Ten Minute 
Bible Hour” podcast and YouTube site. The Podcast is exploring in 
detail the Gospel of Mark; 
• Brant Petri of “Catholic Productions” has many books and 
publishes a weekly YouTube page discussing the weekly Mass 
readings; and 
• This Christmas, Bishop Robert Barron (based in America) has been 

drawing the theological comparisons of Imperial Rome with the 

traditional Nativity through his “Word on Fire” Institute. 
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